death and under sub-section (2) of Section 304-B, I.P.C.,
whoever commits dowry death shall be punished with
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than seven
years but which may extend to imprisonment for life.

As the death of Sailaja was caused by her husband, Vikranth
and his mother by pouring kerosene on her and lighting fire
within seven years of her marriage and as it is proved that
soon before her death she was subjected to cruelty or
harassment by her husband or any relative of her husband for
or in connection with demand for dowry, both Vikranth and
his mother are liable for the offence under Section 304-B,
I.P.C.

302. Shankar studied M.Com. As he did not get any job, he
opened a book-library. Several persons, mostly ladies used to
come to his library, select books and take them on rent. Madhavi,
who completed her B.A., was also visiting the library and taking
books on rent. She became a regular customer. Whenever she
came to the library, Shankar used to pay special attention to her
and she also used to enjoy talking to him. Gradually they fell in
love with each other, which ultimately led to their marriage.
This marriage was not to the liking of the mother of Shankar. She
expected more dowry from the bride. After marriage, the mother
of Shankar used to point out to her daughter-in-law that she did
not bring any dowry nor any articles and that several persons
were ready to give more dowry to her son. Within one year of the
marriage, Shankar was selected as a Commercial Tax Officer
and he was posted as a Deputy Commercial Tax Officer. Since
the appointment of her son as a Deputy Commercial Tax Officer,
his mother used to torment her and used to say that if she could
not bring dowry from her parents, it was better for her to die. The
mother used to weave some stories against Madhavi to her son.
Though in the beginning he did not believe them, in course of
time he too started believing the stories and started harassing
and illtreatuig his wife, and encouraged her to die. As Madhavi *s
parents were poor and if she had gone back to her parents' house
it would have been a burden to them and they would also be put
to mental worry, she thought of committing suicide. Accordingly,
she poured kerosene on her body and threw away the tin oa the
floor. On hearing the sound of the tin, both the mother and son
came to the door and saw from the door, Madhavi setting fire to
herself. They did not come to her rescue and did not even try to
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